Welcome Address by Ms Dorothy Seet, SingCham Chairman
At Joint Christmas Party on 6 Dec 2008, Raffles Beijing Hotel

Ambassador Chin Siat Yoon, President Shen Bing of NTU Beijing Alumni, President David Lim of NUS Beijing Alumni, Chairman Javis Lim of SingCham Jiangsu, distinguished guests, my fellow friends,

A very warm welcome to this Uniquely Singapore Christmas Party!

This is the first time SingCham and the two Beijing alumnis from NTU and NUS join hands to put together this party. It is certainly a welcomed move, evident by the overwhelming response that we witnessed over the past few days. 

I am not surprised by this response. 

Traditionally, SingCham’s events, activities and services centred around Singapore citizens and permanent residents in China. This was our definition of “Singaporean community”. However, as we progress, we start to realise that there emerges a broader and more holistic definition of “Singapore community”. This so-called Singapore community should also include our friends who have had lived, worked or studied in Singapore, for they share with us some common sentiments and attachment to our little red dot. Closer interaction will bring about a better network and closer cooperation, thus mutually beneficial to all.

With this, we warmly welcome our Chinese friends from NUS and NTU Beijing alumni to the big happy family of the Singapore community in Beijing.
SingCham’s taking the lead in building up this big family has resulted in a radiation effect. Two days ago, NUS Chengdu Alumni called up SingCham and told us that they too were keen in doing such a party in Chengdu with our local Singapore clubs. Happily, we helped them link up. They will now celebrate Christmas with Sichuan Singapore Club on 20 December.
This year, SingCham has seen a great increase in both quantity and quality of our events and activities. The party this evening is probably the last major event we are having in Beijing this year. But very soon, on 28 Jan, which is the Third Day of Lunar New Year 大年初三, SingCham will organise the traditional Lunar New Year Reunion for Singaporeans working and doing business in China. 
This time, we are again organising the reunion with Business China and the Singapore Chinese Chamber of Commerce & Industry 新加坡中华总商会. Also present at this mega event will be Singapore ministers, senior officials from the Singapore foreign affairs missions in China, related Singapore government bodies and statutory boards, Chinese Embassy in Singapore, and corporate leaders and members of the Singapore Chinese Chamber of Commerce & Industry.

It is certainly a good opportunity to meet old friends, share experience, network and celebrate the joyous occasion! So ,please block off your dairies now, and look out for our announcements and updates on this event.
In conjunction with this celebration, we are also planning to conduct a seminar to familiarise our members on the provisions of the China-Singapore Free Trade Agreement, which will come into effect from 1 January next year.

Christmas is a festival of joy, and also sharing. Tonight, we are raising funds to help Tongzhou Care Centre, a charitable organisation in Beijng specialising on helping paralzyed children and youth acquire and develop skills and knowledge, and helping them to learn to fish, rather than feeding them fish. I urge that we donate generously, especially at the Charity Auction later.

Last but not least, on behalf of the organisers, I would like to express our appreciation to the sponsors, especially Keppel Land and Singapore Tourism Board. Also I would like to put on record a special thanks to Raffles Beijng Hotel, which has been giving us very good support for our weekly Friday networking sessions. Thank you very much!

On this note, I shall invite Ambassador Chin, President Shen Bing, President David Lim, and Mr Javis Lim on stage to join me in a toast in wishing all of you Merry Christmas and happy new year!

- end -
